
 
1 

THERE BREAKS A YET MORE GLORIOUS DAY 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

 

Luke 20:27-40 

Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection 

27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection, 

28 and they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's 

brother dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the widow and raise up 

offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and 

died without children. 30 And the second 31 and the third took her, and likewise all 

seven left no children and died. 32 Afterward the woman also died. 33 In the 

resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.” 

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 

35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection 

from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die 

anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection. 37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage 

about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac 

and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live 

to him.” 39 Then some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have spoken well.” 

40 For they no longer dared to ask him any question. 
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Exodus 12:21-23, 29-30 

21 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for 

yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of 

hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two 

doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his 

house until the morning. 23 For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and 

when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over 

the door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn 

29 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the 

firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the 

dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he 

and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 

was not a house where someone was not dead. 
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On the cover of today’s service folder is one of the most famous paintings of Dutch 

painter, Laurens Alma Tadema. Before I tell you the title of the painting, let’s see if you 

can guess which historical event is depicted in this painting. You see in the center of 

the painting a young man in a headdress. He is holding in his arms a dead boy. On his 

left is a woman leaning on his shoulder, weeping over the dead boy. Who is the young 

man in the headdress? Who is the dead boy? What is the event?  

 

Look into the eyes of Pharaoh. See his vacant stare. Is he remembering, looking back 

on what has happened? Look into Pharaoh’s eyes. Those are eyes that witnessed the 

ten plagues that saw water turned to blood; saw frogs, boils, hail, and darkness. Those 

are eyes that had once witnessed happier days with his son… days of joy and days of 

laughter… days when Pharaoh did everything in his power to care for his son. But now, 

nothing he can do can bring his son back. Look into Pharaoh’s eyes and see loss. 

 

Look into one another’s eyes, as we read today the names of our most recently 

departed saints.  In some of those eyes you will see loss from losing people that we 

loved. Expand your vision to others who might be touched by this day. Because loss 

that deserves notice comes not only with death. Loss comes as you slowly lose a loved 

one to Alzheimer’s. Loss comes in the loss of employment or dignity. Loss comes from 

struggles with illness of both body and mind. Loss comes from the exhaustion of caring 

for a child. Loss comes from losing a pet. Loss comes from disappointment at home, at 

work, or at school. Loss comes from dreams postponed or hopes dashed. Things in our 

lives are not right. Look into one another’s eyes, and you will see loss.  

 

What will wipe the tears from our eyes and restore their sparkle of joy and laughter? 

 

Now, the Sadducees were speaking to Jesus about loss, but only in theory. “Suppose 

there was a woman who lost seven husbands. Suppose each one of those husbands 

left her childless. Whose wife would she be at the resurrection?” 

 

But the God to whom the Sadducees were speaking at that very moment, He knew 

that the loss of a spouse is no theory. He knew that childlessness is no theory. The Lord 

knows that most of the names we will name in our list today of recently departed saints 
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left behind a husband or a wife. If we would look into the eyes of those bereaved 

spouses, we would see real loss.  

 

So, the artist Tadema would have us look again into the eyes of Pharaoh in his 

painting. But this time, look at him as a different kind of father. One who mourned the 

death of His only Son. Look at how the artist portrays the lifeless son. The lifeless son in 

this painting has been posed to look like those paintings in which Mary holds Jesus’ 

lifeless body after He’s taken down from the cross. Does the artist of this painting want 

us to think of God holding the lifeless body of His Son? Jesus’ father was a different kind 

of father. He’s the kind of father who can wipe the tears from our eyes. He’s the kind of 

father who could bring his son back.  

 

He’s the Father who did bring His Son back. But first He gave up His Son to die in our 

place; not risking His Son the way Pharaoh needlessly risked the life of his firstborn son. 

Rather, God gave His Son to die for us to pay the price of our sins in full. God gave up 

His Son so that for all of the losses we must take Jesus would die childless. Jesus suffered 

our losses. Then God brought Him back, raised Him from the dead, because as Jesus 

responded to the Sadducees, Jesus’ Father is, not was, but is the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.  

 

Now, look and see how this wipes the tears from our eyes.  

 

In the account of the bush, as Jesus calls it, the burning bush in which God appeared 

to Moses, God did not appear to Moses just to say to him, “I am the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob.” God appeared to Moses in that burning bush to tell him he had 

heard the weeping and the mourning of His people living under the cruel hand of 

Pharaoh. He had remembered His covenant with Abraham and Sarah, and had come 

to set Israel free to take them to the land promised to Abraham.  

 

So, when Jesus quotes to the Sadducees that conversation between God and Moses, 

He’s not just talking about the resurrection of the body. Jesus is talking about the Lord’s 

desire to set His people free from bondage, His desire to liberate His people, His desire 

to rule over them Himself instead of cruel Pharaoh, to rule over them Himself instead of 

the corrupt Sadducees with their moneychangers in the Temple.  
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Here in this passage Jesus is talking about the Lord’s desire to rule over this world, to 

turn this world upside down, to turn all that is wrong in this life right side up, to judge 

evil, to judge death, to bring justice, to reverse every loss, to fulfill for the whole world 

what He had done for Israel in the exodus. To let us see the evil that is down here on 

earth judged, to let us see down here the bringing of justice at last, to let us see down 

here the goodly land with these eyes, and with these eyes that have seen so much loss 

to finally witness the reversal of our losses. Just as when God gave childless Hannah a 

son.  

 

Just like God brought back His Son from death, reversing His own loss. God brought 

back His Son. Jesus did not go to heaven at Easter but was brought back on Easter 

morning to stand upon the same earth where He died, because this earth is rightfully 

God’s to rule. He has every right for things to go His way on this earth that He created.  

It is the holy rulership of God on this earth, the new earth undivided from heaven that 

awaits us there on that yet more glorious Day. The turning out of all things the way they 

should have turned out. That’s what sprinkles joy and sparkle and hope into our teary 

eyes even now, even as we read our list of losses. 

 

Amen 

 


